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Deadline for submissions
is the 15th of each month for the
following month’s newsletter.
Send to:
smlcspublications@gmail.com

The Messenger
From the Pastor

Rev. Jon Zehnder

I love these opening words from Rick Warren in his book, “The
Purpose of Christmas” – “It’s the largest celebration around the world each
year. Other holidays get a single day, but Christmas is emphasized for an
entire month, one twelfth of every year. During the Christmas Season,
billions of people set aside their normal routines to decorate their homes,
send out greeting cards, buy gifts, go to Christmas parties, attend special
worship services, sing and listen to Christmas songs, watch Christmas TV
specials and movies, and travel long distances just to be with family.
Pastor Jon Zehnder
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“Christmas sights and sounds fill the air everywhere…. When
Christmas comes, you can’t miss it. Regardless of your background,
religion, problems or circumstances, Christmas really is the best news you
could get. Beneath all of the sights and sounds of Christmas are some
simple yet profound truths that can transform your life for the better here
on earth and for forever in eternity. Right now there is nothing more
important for you to understand than the implications of Christmas for your
life.
“God’s Christmas gift to you has three qualities that make it unique:
First, it is the most expensive gift that you will ever receive - it’s priceless,
Jesus paid for it with His life! Second, it is the only gift you will ever
receive that will last forever. And finally, it is an extremely practical gift –
one that you will use every day for the rest of your life.”
Friends, it is my prayer this Christmas that you will pause to ponder
the purpose of Christmas and that you will receive and enjoy the best
Christmas ever. Have a blessed Christmas!

Special Worship Times
•

December 1 – Advent Event, 9:30-10:30 a.m. (in the gym)

•

December 4, 11, 18 – Advent Midweek Service 7:00 pm

•

December 24 – 5:30 p.m. Family Christmas; 7:30 & 11:00 p.m. Candlelight/Carol Worship

•

December 25 – Christmas Day Worship 10:00 a.m.

•

December 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship 5:30 p.m.
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Top Events for
12/1 — Advent Wreath Making Event, 9:15-10:30am
12/2 — Church Council Meeting, 5:30pm
12/2 & 16 — Adult Pickup Basketball, 7pm
12/4, 11 & 18 — Midweek Advent Services, 7pm
12/8 — Senior Christmas Luncheon, 12-2pm
12/10 — Middle School Youth Night, 6-7:30pm
12/11 — Spirit Night @ Buffalo Wings & Rings, 5-8pm
12/14 — Volunteer Work Day, 8am-Noon
12/14 & 15 — LWML Cookie Extravaganza!
12/17 — PTL Meeting, 6pm
12/18 — Midweek Advent Service led by K-1st grade school
students, 7pm
12/19 — Prayer Shawl Ministry, 9am
12/19 — School Board Meeting, 12pm
12/19 — School Christmas Band/Choir Concert, 1:00pm
12/23 — Elders Meeting, 7pm
12/24 — Christmas Eve Services: 5:30, 7:30, 11:00pm
12/25 — Christmas Day Service, 10:00am
12/31 — New Year’s Eve Service, 5:30pm
Father/Son Retreat for 5th-7th grade boys
January 31-February 1, 2020
Growing up in today’s world is difficult and it is essential that
boys have a father/mentor to love them, ask questions and
guide them along the way. On January 31 and overnight to
February 1, St. Michael is sponsoring a Father/Son Retreat
event meant to provide them an opportunity to bond at this
most critical time of life; this bond will be essential throughout your boys life to help him grow into a Christian man. This
event is held at Riverside Retreat Center in Labelle and starts
after work/school on Friday night and ends Saturday afternoon
around 3pm.
Please prayerfully consider this blessed opportunity to nurture
your father/son relationship.
Should you have any questions,
feel free to call Jack Proctor,
Director of Youth Ministries at
(239) 939-1218 ext. 224
Lutheran Federal Credit Union is designed with you in mind,
with the added benefit of support for the LCMS community nationwide including church and school family members and employees. Call (844)430-1563 or operations@lutheranfcu.org

LWML - We are excited to

announce another fantastic
Cookie Extravaganza in
December. We are looking
for volunteer bakers to help
bake some wonderful cookies
and goodies. Please bake your
cookies/goodies and bring them to the office
on Friday, Dec. 13th OR drop them off in the
cafeteria at 10:00 a.m. on Sat., Dec. 14th.
We’ll be selling these beautiful cookies at
the Saturday evening service on Dec. 14th
and at both services on Sunday, December
15th. If you have questions please call
Paulette Mueller at (239) 677-6688 or
Nancy Jackemeyer (239) 851-8476.

Volunteer Work Day!
Saturday, Dec. 14th, 8am-Noon
Please consider lending a hand as we gather
together to drink coffee, eat donuts, and do a
little work making upgrades and simple but
much-needed improvements around our
campus! On the schedule for this month is
sprucing up the nursery in the church, and
maybe some painting in the main education
building if there is time and we have enough
helpers.
There is something for everyone to do, no
special skills required. We hope to see you
there!

Saints Night with the Everblades on 11/9
Thank you to all who attended
and participated in raising $525
for our school!

Page 3

Volume 10, Issue 12 December 2019

From the Director of Caring Ministries

Julie Berchtold

Make the Holidays Easier on Your Marriage
Marriage Dynamics Institute
Healthline surveyed more than 2,200 people and found that nearly 65% of people feel
moderate or significant amounts of stress during the holidays. Among the biggest stressproducers? Family, food, and finances. Can you relate?
You want to see everybody, but that seems impossible. You want all the fixings, but the
five pounds you’ll gain don’t seem worth it and take months to lose. On top of that, the
whole gift-giving thing may feel like it’s gotten out of hand. We love holidays, but they
can drive us nuts – and cause conflict in marriage.
Commit now with your spouse to use some strategies to make the holidays easier so
your marriage doesn’t just get leftovers this season. A good plan will reduce the chance
of a blow-up that steals joy from what can be one of the most satisfying and meaningful
times of the year.
Realize you can’t be everywhere, see everyone, or do everything.
If everyone lives close, it may be easy for you to spend time with both sides of the family. But if there’s a lot of
geographical distance between all the different family groups, be realistic about what you can – and want – to pull
off. As families grow, most find they can’t be with everyone on every holiday.

If you can’t be there in person, schedule a video call to share holiday greetings. The kids can show off their favorite
gift and you can trade recaps of your day. A video call can go a long way to keep distance to a minimum during the
holidays.
Develop a rotating schedule. Visit one family at Thanksgiving and one at Christmas. Switch year to year. This may
be tough when there are lots of kids and grandkids involved. And you may not get to see all your siblings or
children every holiday. So, make the most of the times you do all get together. (You may want to have a family chat
about this, so you are all on the same page about how often it is reasonable and possible to all gather in the same
place.)
Make the holidays about relationships, not retail.
Another way to make the holidays easier and less stressful is to set a cap on what you’re going to spend on your
own family, and on others. We know what you’re thinking. You’ve tried this before, and the other members break
the rules. They end up spending more than they were supposed to and then you feel guilty because they got less.
You may have to just be okay with that if you want to avoid the stress of over-spending.
Limit food prep and clean-up.
If you have always prepared every meal for your visiting family for several days straight during Thanksgiving or
Christmas, you may want to rethink that. Be okay with ordering food from a favorite restaurant, asking others to
pitch in and bring something, or even swallowing your pride to let others use your stove (gulp). With a large group
and people going different directions part of the time, you might ask each family member to take care of breakfast
or lunch on their own. Make the holidays easier by sharing meal responsibilities, with one group in charge of lunch
and another dinner. Consider paper plates and disposable cookware instead of fine china. And if you’re the one
visiting a relative’s home, offer to pitch in and help instead of heading straight to the couch after dinner.
Plan for rest and reflection.
One of the big reasons to do less cooking, buy fewer presents, and go fewer places is to make sure you get enough
down time over the holidays. Because we all need time to just be, and time to reconnect. You might want to take a
nap every day you have off. Read books and magazines. Spend time in prayer and Bible study. This may also be a
good time to talk with your spouse about your marriage. What do you want to see happen in your relationship in the
coming months? Whatever you do, don’t miss the chance to recharge and take in the messages of gratitude and
peace this season.
You may not want or need all these strategies. But one or two might make a difference for you. And of course, you
can discover your own ways to de-stress the holidays.
Happy holidays!
“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife” Prov. 17:1.
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From the Director of Little Saints

Stacie Thompson

Happy Holidays Everyone! This is the time of year to be thankful, and ARC (Animal Refuge
Center) in North Fort Myers is so very thankful for all of the donations, again this year to the
shelter. They look forward to seeing us every year as we pull in with a car load packed to the roof
of very badly needed food and supplies for the animals. Thank you everyone for being so
generous.
Little Saints is getting ready to celebrate the holidays as we prepare for our annual Christmas Party
with the children and families. This year’s party will be held on December 5th at 4:00 p.m. in the
Little Saints building. We will have crafts and games, decorate Christmas cookies, and even have
a visit from Santa! This event is always a hit with all our families as we spend a little time in fellowship and good
holiday cheer.
2019 has been another great year. I want to extend a big "thank you" to all of the staff at Little Saints for working so
hard every day to give the best care and education to the children and families, as well as thanking the upper school staff
and the entire congregation for supporting us all year. We simply could not do this without all of you!
May God's Blessing be upon you in the New Year.

From the Saint Michael Lutheran School Principal

Kati Miser

“They look like angels!” we often hear people say about children in the Christmas
Eve pageant. By definition, an angel is a messenger, and often, yes, our children
are the best messengers of Jesus’ love! Another familiar quote is “A little child
shall lead them.” What do we want their message to be … to whom do we want
them to lead others? Here at Saint Michael our mission to educate children and touch
families’ lives with the awesome love of Jesus Christ! Here they learn a powerful, lifegiving message and the encouragement to share it with all with whom they come into
contact. And the Christmas season may be the most obvious time for children - and all of us
- to share the joy that came through the Baby Jesus born in Bethlehem – God’s greatest gift
to the whole world! A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!
Call the school office for details about the Kindergarten/First Grade-led Advent Service on Wednesday,
December 18, and the School Christmas Band and Choir Concert on Thursday, December 19.
Check out the SMLS reviews on our Facebook page where Saint Michael families share their stories about the
impact Saint Michael Lutheran School has had on their family. Give me a call if you want to see our school firsthand. We have student applications for the 2020-2021 school year.

Director of Music Ministry

Vicar Colton LaMay

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus,
Grace and peace be to you as we prepare our hearts as Jesus broke into this world as the Word
made flesh and as we await His glorious return! The marks of this season are wonderful from
the holiday meals with family to the festive decorations to the timeless Advent and Christmas
music. For obvious reasons, I particularly enjoy the musical aspect of this season! The wealth
of fantastic music is an incredible gift to help form and shape our faith. Listen carefully for the
focus on Jesus as God with us, not only as a baby: Listen with the intent of preparation for our
hearts for Jesus to return and how in that Last Day all of the promises of God will be made
complete in Jesus. As you know, this is a very busy season for our musicians, so if you are
looking for opportunities to serve and maybe are not interested in a long commitment, please consider joining the
choir for the month and see if it is a way that God is calling you to serve. Thank you again for the opportunity to
grow in pastoral formation. It would not be possible without your continued encouragement and support. As of this
publication I have completed five courses and look forward to the first preaching course for the very cold, very fast
intensive course during the first week of January. God’s richest blessings to you and your families this Advent and
Christmas season!
Blessings in Jesus,
Vicar Colton
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From the Ministry Coordinator
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Lori Schwan

Children’s 5:30pm Family Christmas Eve Worship
Two year olds-elementary children will be practicing our Christmas Eve songs for
the month of December during our Sunday School openings 9:15-9:30 in the church
sanctuary. Ask for your practice CD. Elementary Children should join us on Sat.,
Dec. 21 from 10:00-11:30 in the sanctuary for practice, followed by a Family Happy
Birthday Jesus pizza party for all ages ending at noon. A final practice for 2 year
olds –5th grade will happen on Dec. 22 during Sunday School. All children should
come to the band room at 5:00 PM on Dec. 24. Contact Lori if you want your
elementary child to have a speaking part or to help with technology or if you want to
assign and rehearse lines or help prepare for the party.
Sunday School Nursery
Contact Lori if interested in volunteering with infants and one-years-old's once a month!
Sunday School
As we celebrate Advent, we finish our teaching on the Old Testament. We see the great need for a Savior as
they were in captivity and came back while awaiting the promised Messiah.
Kids Serving
Because of the generosity of donors across the world, Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, collected shoeboxes packed with toys, school supplies, hygiene items and prayers to children suffering
from poverty, disasters, war, and famine. Thanks to our families who helped create 35 boxes in November.
In December our Sunday School kids will organize our biggest Jammies for Jesus
project, buying PJs for the kids in over 30 families who are being served by Lutheran
Services of Florida in an effort to help families stay intact. All PJs should arrive no
later than Dec. 15.
Family Ministry
Mark your calendar for the following Faith Stepping Stones:
• Father-Son Retreat Jan. 31-Feb. 1
• Mother-Daughter Retreat Apr. 24-25
Advent Event for Families of All Ages
Join us in the gym on Sun. Dec. 1 from 9:15-10:30 as we make Advent Wreaths to prepare for Jesus’ birth. We
will have breakfast and make an Advent wreath for your family, friends, or our homebound church members.
We will have supplies and Advent devotions. If you can bring additional clippers, that is helpful. (Allergen
note: live greens will be used.) Please let Lori know if you want to deliver a wreath to a homebound member.
Thrivent Financial Members
If you own a Thrivent Financial Product, don’t miss the Dec. 31 deadline to give $250 or $500 without giving
ANY of your money. Contact Lori Schwan to see how you can partner with Thrivent Action Team.
Women’s Bible Study
Join our group as we study Beyond Bethlehem by Max Lucado on Thursdays from 10:00-11:30am in the Joy/
Youth Room.
Financial Peace University
The first FPU class is over and participants paid down $21,500 in nonmortgage debt and saved $18,400 in just
9 weeks. The second class is finishing up this month. If you are interested in a class this winter, contact Lori
Schwan: lori.schwan@gsmlcs.org or 239-939-1218 x237
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From the Director of Christian Education

Jack Proctor

Saint Michael Youth Ministries
Rock The Universe!
Rock - Ride - Rejoice! Join us Saturday, January 25th for a night of rides, fun, and
friends at Universal resort in Orlando! We will be traveling by bus to experience not
only the rides and attractions that the park has to offer,
but performances by artists including TobyMac, Chris
Tomlin, and Bethel Music! Cost is $140. Includes your
ticket, T-shirt, snacks, and bus transportation.
Confirmation
7th/8th grade students & parents
Bring your Small Catechism and Bible with you each week in Room 48 from 9:15-10:30 AM.
Sunday School - 9:15 to 10:30am
High school - in the youth room
6th grade - in room 47
Sunday school offers age appropriate teaching and community.
High School Revive
Revive is a community of high school students coming together to support, encourage, learn, and laugh together centered on the truth of Christ. Join us on Wednesday nights from 6-8 pm in the youth room!
Progressive Dinner Servant Event
On Dec. 15 from noon – 6:00 PM middle school and high school youth will have an opportunity to “adopt” the
10-17 year old's at LSF Oasis Youth Shelter. We will tour their facility and shop for Christmas gifts for the
youth at the shelter. Gifts are purchased through donations. Please consider donating to make this a special
Christmas for a teen at Oasis!
Middle School Youth Nights
We play games, enjoy snacks, build community,
and learn more about God together! We meet on
select Tuesdays from 6-7:30 PM in the Joy/
Youth Room! Next Meeting Date: Tuesday,
December 10th
Middle School Youth Gathering
Our group was blessed with many amazing
experiences at the MSYG! Thank you for your
support!

Jack Proctor, Director of Youth Ministries
Jack.Proctor@gsmlcs.org
239.939.1218 ext. 224
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Usher Schedule
8:00 A.M.

10:45 A.M.

Church Greeters for DECEMBER
Sunday Services

Please contact Marge Bennett if you are unable to
serve as scheduled, or secure your own replacement.

Dec 1

If YOU would like to serve as an usher, please
contact Marge Bennett at 560-4159, and indicate
which service you prefer.

8:00 am
10:45 am

Polly Bryden
Leonardo Garcia &
Christine Leddin

Dec 8

8:00 am
10:45 am

Rich & Paulette Wagoner
Brad & Kelli Jessen

Dec 15

8:00 am
10:45 am

Linda Foshag
Doug & Jane Kositzke

Dec 22

8:00 am
10:45 am

Jeff & Eileen Cleveland
Emory & Karen Bottorff

Dec 29

8:00 am
10:45 am

Debbie Cook
Lisa Miller

December 1
John Hoffmann
Nila Little
Bob Richardson
Roger Reppert

Tom Kosteno
Marge Bennett
Eric Zinn
Roy Hendry
Diane Hendry
Woody Jackemeyer

December 8
Bob Richardson
John Hoffmann
Nila Little
Roger Reppert
Rodney Rimes

Leroy Waldren
Brian Bottorff
Ken Fritsch
Aaron Bonenberger
DD Schleicher
Jacob Haycook

December 15
John Hoffmann
Kathy Royston
Bob Richardson
Nila Little

Ken Fritsch
Marge Bennett
Christian Bottorff
Eric Zinn
Woody Jackemeyer
Leroy Waldren

December 22
Bob Richardson
Kathy Hultgren
Nila Little
John Hoffmann
Rodney Rimes

Tom Kosteno
Aaron Bonenberger
DD Schleicher
Jacob Haycook
Brian Bottorff
Leroy Waldren

December 29
John Hoffmann
Kathy Hultgren
Nila Little
Bob Richardson

Ken Fritsch
Marge Bennett
Eric Zinn
Woody Jackemeyer
Aaron Bonenberger
Christian Bottorff

If you are moved to serve the congregation
of St. Michael Lutheran Church either as a
Greeter or an Usher, please contact the
church office at 239-939-1218 Ext. 241.

We have openings
in our
December 2019

Acolyte and
Crucifer schedule.
Sign up today using
SignUpGenius.com

If you are not receiving your church
communications electronically it may be that we
have an incomplete email address for you, or we
don’t have one at all! Please contact the church
office at smlcspublications@gmail.com with the
information. We want to stay in touch!
Thanks in advance for your help.

St. Michael Lutheran Church
3595 Broadway, Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Non-Profit Org.
US. Postage Paid
Ft. Myers, Florida
Permit #97

Return Service Requested

Sunday School & Bible Study Opportunities
9:15-10:30 AM
Sunday School
9:00 – 9:15am “Excite” (games)
9:15 – 9:30am “Engage” (opening)
9:30 – 10:30am
Individual Grade level Activities
Preschool
Elementary
6th-8th Grade
9th-12th Grade
Adult Bible Studies
Women’s Study (Pastor’s Conf. Rm.)
Marriage Enrichment (Art Room)

Family Enrichment (Boat Table/Office Center)
Pastor Zehnder’s Adult Bible Study (Cafeteria)

Weekly Bible Study Opportunities
7:30 am Tuesday .................................... Men’s Bible Study,
........... 6835 Porto Fino Cir, Suite #2, Mike Roach, 275-9233
10:00 am Thursday .......................... Women’s Bible Study,
.................................led by Lori Schwan, in the Youth Room
8:30 am Friday ................................ Men’s Bible Breakfast,
......................................................Pastor’s Conference Room
9:00 am Saturday......................Men’s Ministry/Bible Study
................... Education Bldg., Art Room. Call Lee Berchtold,
872-8999
9:15 am Sunday ................................... Pastor’s Bible Class,
.................................................................................. Cafeteria

